
  

Class Title:  Making Brazilwood Ink
 
Instructor:  HL Ian the Green

Pertinent Instructor Information.  I have:
 - Lived in four different SCA Kingdoms.  
 - Been making various inks for fourteen years.  
 - A Grant of Arms level Arts & Science award for Ink
   Making, Scribal, Research and Teaching.



  

Course Outline:

● Introduction
● Questions up front (To be answered in course.)
● What is Brazilwood?
● What is Brazilwood ink?
● What Ingredients are used for Brazilwood ink?
● Watch process video for making 
● Discuss other recipes and processes
● Anwer any unanswered questions
● If time allows open discussion and more 

questions.



  

   Questions?
What questions do you have up 
front?  This way I can address 
them as we move through the 
class.  Obviously new questions 
will come up as the class goes 
on. Feel free to ask more as we 
proceed.



  

Brazilwood ink is a red ink that was 
made and used in medieval and 
renaissance manuscripts.  Uses included 
drawing lines to write between and for 
rubrication.  Rubrication is red letters or 
writing designed to draw the reader’s eye 
to important information or parts of the 
page.

What is Brazilwood Ink?



  



  

What is Brazilwood?
Brazilwood ink is made from  
Caesalpinia. There are many 
kinds of this tree.  Originally 
this wood and dyestuff was 
imported from India and near 
there.  When the New World 
was discovered an abundant 
source was found in Latin 
America. So much was found in 
one area that the area became 
known as “Brazil”.

“In its natural state 
Brazilwood is light, 
brownish red, not unlike 
natural mahogany in 
appearance.”¹

“In the Middle Ages it was 
always sold in blocks and 
the craftsman was obliged 
to reduce solid wood to 
powder...”²

1 “The Materials and Techniques of Medieval Painting” Pg 117 Daniel V. Thompson ©1956 
Dover Publications. 2 Ibid



  

Ingredients for Brazilwood Ink

Dry Ingredients
Alum
Brazilwood finely
Brazilwood Raspings
Brazilwood Shavings
Chalk
Gum
Gum Arabic
Gum of a Cherry Tree
Lye
Quicklime
Rock alum
Turpentine

I reviewed and indexed about 40 different pre-1600 recipes for Brazil- 
wood ink.  Each ingredient below was found in at least one recipe.



  

Wet Ingredients
Beer
Cleane Glue
Glaire
Gum Water
New Glue
Urine
Vinegar
Water
White of egg
Wine

Ingredients for Brazilwood Ink
I reviewed and indexed about 40 different pre-1600 recipes for Brazil- 
wood ink.  Each ingredient below was found in at least one such recipe.



  

Process of making Brazilwood Ink
Making Brazilwood Ink 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-Dd5XCAqdo

Direct Link

https://youtu.be/X-Dd5XCAqdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-Dd5XCAqdo


  

The Art of 
Limning 
1575

Book of Secrets – Diverse Ways of 
Making all Sorts of Ink – 1596 
English Translation from Dutch. 
Originally published in German 1531



  



  

Brazilwood to make Lapis or Azure bluer
Bolognese Manuscript

15th Century

From “Medieval and 
Renaissance Treatieses on the 
Arts of Painting  Original Texts 
with English Translations” 
 
Mrs Mary P Merrifield



  

Brazilwood Recipe for Painting on Silver

Manuscripts of Jehan le Bugue

1431

From “Medieval and 
Renaissance Treatieses on the 
Arts of Painting  Original Texts 
with English Translations”

Mrs Mary P Merrifield



  

Thank you for coming to my 
class today.

Instructor: HL Ian the Green

Contact Information:
IantheGreen01@gmail.com

Digital Presence:
Blog: ScribeScribbling
https://scribescribbling.wordpress.com/
ETSY: Green Man Calligraphy and 
Supply
https://www.etsy.com/shop/GreenManCalligSupply

mailto:IantheGreen01@gmail.com
https://scribescribbling.wordpress.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/GreenManCalligSupply
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