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Alphabet
Letter Beneventan Form Structure

A  1

B
 1

C
 2  3

D
 3

E
 9 (ee)

F
 8 (fo)

G
 3 (gg)

H
 2

I
 2  9

J
 9 (technically ‘I’ longa)

K  9

L
 2 (ll)
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Letter Beneventan Form Structure

M  5

N  6

O  6

P
 9

Q
 9(qu)

R
 2

S
 10 (s.)

T  10  3

U  2

V  5 (normally only used for num-
bers)

X
 2 (xx)

Y
 2
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Ligatures
Letters Frequency Ligature Form Structure

ei
Always

 20 

fi
Always

 3 (offi)

gi
Always

 1

li
Always

 2

ri
Always

 3

ti
Always

 2

ti
Always (sibilated)

 4

Letter Beneventan Form Structure

Z
 6 (zz)   11
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Letters Frequency Ligature Form Structure

ae
Often

 2

ct

Often

 12  20  

ci
Rare  

ec
Often

 1

et
Frequently when as 
‘and’ or final, never 
medial  1

ex
Often

 5

nt
Sometimes

 16

or Rare

rit
Rare, only late

rp
Rare

 24

sp
Sometimes

 15

st
Often

 4
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Unions
Letters Union Form Notes

BA
 1

DO
 8

OC
 3

Looks very similar to ‘a’, 

OD

Letters Frequency Ligature Form Structure

sti
Often

 2

te
Common 9th C., less 
later (Grimoald)  26

ta
Rare (Grimoald)

to
Rare (Grimoald)

tu
Rare (Grimoald)

xp
Rare

 22  26
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Letters Abbreviation Structure

per-
 1

pro-
 2

prae-
 10

non
 10

Eius
 1

Est
 23  25

‘flying’ -s
 19 (tos)

Abbreviations

Letters Union Form Notes

ED
 7

POT

FR
 2 (fra)
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Oddities
Type Examples Notes
Caroline Miniscule ‘a’, final ‘r’ - 
“par”

 1

Perhaps insufficient space

Final ‘T’ - “fecit”

 2

Letters Abbreviation Structure

‘flying’ -m
 6 (cum)

-tur
 1

-rum
 2 

(filiorum)

-us

6 (om[n]ibus)

-ri-
 

17 (genetrix)
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Numbers
Notes:

Only roman numerals are used, never arabics

Number Beneventan Notes
9

 20

Final ‘i’ is an i-longa, common on 
final ‘i’.  9 is never ‘ix’ or ‘viv’, but 
always ‘viiii’

942

 21

‘xl’ is often 40.  There is sometimes 
a space between places, eg. “9 40 2”

175
 21

 Both forms of Beneventan ‘c’ are 
used for 100

895
 22

‘xc’ is a valid form for 90

Punctuation
Modern Beneventan Notes

.
 1  26  27

The triangle form is much more 
common than the linear.  Many 
times the linears merge into one 
long line (ex. 3)

,  1
Mid-line, sometimes also means . 
(period), depending on the scribe

,
 15

after a dependent clause

?  
20 (Quid me persequeris?)

2 pieces, the ‘2’ goes over the inter-
rogative pronoun (quid), and the 
3-part-symbol at the end

Type Examples Notes
Minims - “minimi”

 18

Minims are never attached across 
letters

Common word abbreviation - 
“fr[atre]s”

 20
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All Letterforms
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Sources
1. British Library MS Add 28107 - f.3v

2. ibid. - f.1dv

3. ibid. - f.4v

4. ibid. - f.1dr

5. Otterbani Gr 250 - f.2v

6. BnF NAL 2199 - f.17r

7. Otterbani Gr 250 - f3v

8. ibid. - f.3r

9. ibid. - f.2r

10. Vatican Latin 591 - f.19v

11.  ibid. - f.37v

12. ibid. - f.138r

13. Vatican Urbani Lat 585 - f.118v

14. ibid. - f.119v

15. ibid. - F.122r

16. ibid. - f.122v

17. ibid. - f.125v

18.  Vatican Latin 591 - f.157r

19. ibid. - f.166r

20. Vatican Latin 1202 - f.41v

21. Barberini Latin 2724 - f.17r

22. Bodleian Canonici Liturgical 277 - f.84v

23. Barberini Latin 2724 - f.16v

24. Bibliothèque de Genève, Ms. lat. 357 - f. 170r

25. Vatican Latin 356 - f.74v

26. Avezzano Exultet Roll

27. Montecassino MC Compact. 5, Set 1

URLs
London
• British Library Add MS 30337 - http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Add_MS_30337
Los Angeles
• Getty Ludwig IX 1 - http://www.getty.edu/art/collection/objects/1385/sigenulfus-unknown-breviary-ital-

ian-1153/
Vatican City
• Barb.lat.2724 - http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Barb.lat.2724/
• Ott.gr.250 - http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Ott.gr.250/0005
• Urb.lat.585 - http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Urb.lat.585
• Vat.lat.591 - http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Vat.lat.591
• Vat.lat.1202 - http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Vat.lat.1202

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Add_MS_30337
http://www.getty.edu/art/collection/objects/1385/sigenulfus-unknown-breviary-italian-1153/
http://www.getty.edu/art/collection/objects/1385/sigenulfus-unknown-breviary-italian-1153/
http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Barb.lat.2724/
http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Ott.gr.250/0005
http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Urb.lat.585
http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Vat.lat.591
http://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Vat.lat.1202/
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Vatican Library - Urbinati latini 585 f.50v-51r.  1099-1105.  Breviary from Montecassino

Examples
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Varican Library - Ottobo-
niani greci 250 f.2v.  End of 
the 11th Century.  Fragment 
of a Montecassino Mar-
tyrology as endleaves in a 
Greek Letters of S. Nili.  This 
fragment covers February 
7-11, including the feast for 
the birth of St. Scolastica on 
February 10th (in gold).
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Vatican Library - Vatican Latin 591 4v-5r.  St. Gregory the Great Cura Pastoralis, 12th-13th Century. 

Bibliothèque nationale de France - Nouvelle acquisition latine 2119 f.17r. 11th-12th Century. Fragment of Leo of 
Ostia’s Chronicle.
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Vatican Library - Vatican Latin 356 f.74v. 10th Century.  Letters of St. Jerome.  
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Vatican Library - Vatican Latin 1202 f.XLIv-XLIIr. c.1077.  Life of St. Benedict.  Composed in part by Abbot De-
siderius, this lectionary contains readings for the feasts of St. Benedict, St. Scolastica (his sister) and St. Maurus 
(his first disciple).
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Vatican Library - Vatican Latin 1202 f.XLIIIv-XLIVr c.1077.  Life of St. Benedict.  Composed in part by Abbot 
Desiderius, this lectionary contains readings for the feasts of St. Benedict, St. Scolastica (his sister) and St. Mau-
rus (his first disciple).
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Getty Museum - Ms. Ludwig IX 1, fol. 193v. 1153. Breviary.  The inhabited “In” starts the text of Psalm 85, “Incli-
na domine aurem tuam...”
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Vatican Library - Palatini latini 178 f.83v.  12th-13th Century Fragment from an antiphonal.  This page contains 
Antiphons for the 5th Ferial Sunday.
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Vatican Library - Vaticani latini 13501 f.40v.  12th Century. Fragment of Breviary.  This contains the end of the 
Mass for the Octave of the Holy Innocents, January 4th and the start of the Mass for the Epiphany, January 6th.


