Reading and Writing
Beneventan Minuscule



Reading and Writing Beneventan Minuscule

Copyright 2016 Aaron Macks. All images of external works that were created pre-1900 are in the public domain
within the USA. In foreign countries, relevant local copyright restrictions may be attached.

@050

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International
License. It may be shared and adapted for non-commercial works as long as this freedom is maintained and the
source attribution is maintained.

Images on the cover are from sources 12 and 2 respectively

Printed: 05/16/16



Table of Contents

Alphabet ......ccccvrvvrrvnene. 1
Ligatures.......oceceevrnenen 3
UNIONS..veervrirvreerrverrvnenns 5
Abbreviations ................ 6
Oddities....cuvevrrrverererann. 7
Punctuation........cccueenn. 8
Numbers .......cocvevrvrvenenee. 8
All Letterforms............... 9
SOUrCeS..uvvvvieecrrrrerrrennnns 10
URLS ereeccciiiiieeeeenen 10



Alphabet

Letter Pfgr}eventan Form |Structure
A L3
: b
c <t
D 2
; £
¥ IS
¢ 8
H h
! 1]

) i
K 13
L L




Letter

Structure

M

Beneventan Form

N

v | el

R ellg] g |




Letter |Beneventan Form |Structure

)

Z

. | ....i
6 (zz) -““é' : 11

Ligatures

Letters |Frequency |Ligature Form |Structure
Always ‘
20

Always s g

: >
Always —

gi 9
Always
Always

r1 ﬁ
Always _—

i a
Always (sibilated)

i 9




Letters |Frequency |Ligature Form |Structure

Often

) e
Often

ct -
Rare

cl I
Often > T

cc £ &

S 1 I

Frequently whenas || e
‘and’ or final, never N> Vi

ct medial R‘ ] g
Often
Sometimes : " -

nt % 16 nz

or Rare
Rare, only late

r
Rare -

" 7
Sometimes

P Fid
Often

st }E




Letters |Frequency |Ligature Form |Structure
Often
st1 R‘t E
5 _ 7
Common 9" C., less
te later (Grimoald) -ﬁ'l 26 £
Rare (Grimoald) .
ta R~ >4
Rare (Grimoald)
to &
Rare (Grimoald)
tw S
Rare o i o
22 s
¢
Unions
Letters |Union Form |Notes
Ty
BA -
_B
DO
Looks very similar to ‘@,
OoC
OD




Letters |Union Form |Notes

ED

POT

|

Abbrevigtions

Structure

Letters Abbreviation

per-

pro-

prae-

nomn

Eius

Est

.
‘ﬂ}/'il’lg) =S H




Letters

Abbreviation

Structure

“flying’ -m

= 6 (cum)

-tur

-rum

6 (om[n]ibus)

- S o e PRt R
-:r-..“ S T e
2 B BRI :
RO R

: i |
;i

-11-

17 (genetrix)

Oddities

Type

Notes

Caroline Miniscule @, final 1’ -

<« »

par

Examples

b |

Perhaps insufficient space

Final ‘T’ - “fecit”




Type

Notes

Minims - “minimi”

Examples
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Modern Beneventan Notes
P P The triangle form is much more
g L e common than the linear. Many
; ?" ‘, e times the linears merge into one
] 26 27 long line (ex. 3)
! P Mid-line, sometimes also means .
> = 1 (period), depending on the scribe
i after a dependent clause
i .;r'-'ﬁ
? o 15

- _
/W{b e

20 (Quid me persequeris?)

2 pieces, the 2’ goes over the inter-
rogative pronoun (quid), and the
3-part-symbol at the end
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Notes:

Only roman numerals are used, never arabics
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Vatican Library - Urbinati latini 585 £.50v-51r. 1099-1105. Breviary from Montecassino
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Varican Library - Ottobo-
niani greci 250 f.2v. End of
the 11" Century. Fragment
of a Montecassino Mar-
tyrology as endleaves in a
Greek Letters of S. Nili. 'This
fragment covers February
7-11, including the feast for
the birth of St. Scolastica on
February 10" (in gold).
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12th-13th Century.

Bibliothéque nationale de France - Nouvelle acquisition latine 2119 f.17r. 11""-12* Century. Fragment of Leo of
Ostia’s Chronicle.
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Vatican Library - Vatican Latin 356 f.74v. 10" Century. Letters of St. Jerome.
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Vatican Library - Vatican Latin 1202 £ XLIv-XLIIr. ¢.1077. Life of St. Benedict. Composed in part by Abbot De-
siderius, this lectionary contains readings for the feasts of St. Benedict, St. Scolastica (his sister) and St. Maurus

(his first disciple).
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Vatican Library - Vatican Latin 1202 £ XLIIIv-XLIVr ¢.1077. Life of St. Benedict. Composed in part by Abbot
Desiderius, this lectionary contains readings for the feasts of St. Benedict, St. Scolastica (his sister) and St. Mau-
rus (his first disciple).
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Getty Museum - Ms. Ludwig IX 1, fol. 193v. 1153. Breviary. The inhabited “In” starts the text of Psalm 85, “Incli-
na domine aurem tuam..”




Vatican Library - Palatini latini 178 £.83v. 12 Century Fragmen trom an antiphonal. This page contains
Antiphons for the 5% Ferial Sunday.




Vatican Library - Vaticani latini 13501 £.40v. 12" Century. Fragment of Breviary. This contains the end of the
Mass for the Octave of the Holy Innocents, January 4™ and the start of the Mass for the Epiphany, January 6™.




