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For the March 2018 meetings, printed May 29, 2018

To all the College of Arms and all others who may read this missive, from Juliana Laurel, Alys Pelican, and
Cormac Wreath, greetings.

From Wreath: IAP and ERA and other fun acronyms

A registration considered this month depended on the Existing Registration Allowance to register a portion of a
design that has since been ruled unregisterable. The submission also had a step from period practice for the use
of non-European fauna, per SENA A2B4b. The device was returned for use of both an Existing Registration
Allowance element and a step from period practice.

SENA A2B3 states that "The use of the existing registration allowance does not allow the submitter to evade
new style problems (as discussed in A.1 through A.3). It only allows the submitter to evade style problems that
already exist with their registered armory." By their nature, each design element which carries a step from
period practice introduces a minor "style problem" to a piece of armory; this is why inclusion of more than one
will cause the design to be returned. Therefore, items that carry a step from period practice which already
appear in the existing registration will continue to be allowed in a new submission relying upon the Existing
Registration Allowance. However, adding an element that is a step from period practice to a design that is
already reliant upon the Existing Registration Allowance for passage is grounds for return.

Commenters asked whether this ruling would impact Individually Attested Patterns (IAP). SENA A1A
delineates between the two armory rule sets: Core Style, which permits steps from period practice, and IAPs,
which only permit elements otherwise considered in core style as a step from period practice "when
documented as being used in the time and place as the rest of the submission." Effectively, steps from period
practice don’t exist under IAP rules, because all items in an IAP must be demonstrated as a period practice.
However, once registered, there is little to delineate between armory submitted under Core Style rules or an IAP
other than a note in the LoAR.

We ask commenters to discuss under what circumstances armorial designs registered using an IAP should be
considered for an ERA. Should they be treated differently than Core Style registrations? Should a design
registered under an IAP but incompatible with Core Style design be allowed to subseqeuently incorporate
elements of Core Style that are not documentable to the time period and culture of the IAP? For example:
Should a submitter whose father has registered Japanese mon under an IAP be allowed to register his father’s
device, differenced by a label in the style of early English heraldry?

From Wreath: Proper Centaurs

We have very few centaurs in SCA heraldry, and even fewer that are blazoned proper. The last centaur
registered with any portion of the charge tinctured "proper"” is from 1989. It should come as little surprise, then,
that the definition of a centaur’s proper coloration has not been explicitly defined, with most of the registrations
having some sort of indicator (e.g. Bay, Chestnut) for the tincture of the horse part, or otherwise blazoning the
equine bits with a heraldic tincture and describing the human torso as proper. There are, however, two examples
of a centaur being blazoned as proper without further description: The devices of Simonetta de Galicia,
registered August 1979, Argent, a sagittary trippant proper and a lion counterrampant gules, on a chief azure
three crescents argent and Tancred de Galicia, registered October 1979 (same, with an added label). Upon
review of the archived artwork, both centaurs have caucasian human skin and brown horse bodies.

The centaur is a period heraldic charge, with a properly tinctured example found in the arms of De Trivilini in
Insignia urbium Italiae septentrionalis: Nobilium Mediolanensium (BSB Cod.icon. 270, 410 recto). In this
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example, the brown horse body and caucasian-skinned human torso are identical in tincture to the registered
arms cited above. We therefore accept the definition as the standard definition of a centaur proper.

From Wreath: Augmentations and badges

The December Palimpsest Rules Letter proposed new rules for adding augmentations to badges. Discussion at
the Wreath meeting raised questions about whether a single augmentation could be applied to more than one
item of armory, and whether the use of augmentations on branch badges should be restricted. We are directing
Palimpsest to draft new versions of the proposed rules to clarify these points.

From Pelican: On Using Black’s Surnames of Scotland

In most ways, Black’s Surnames of Scotland is an excellent and valuable source. However, as with many
sources of a certain age, Black must be used with care.

Black is most useful for documenting Scots names from the 15th and 16th centuries. Header spellings from
Black are not registerable "unless they are dated or shown to be consistent with period spellings." [Duncan
MacMillan, 7/2017 LoAR, A-East]

The same is true for the hypothetical Gaelic root forms listed by Black (generally in italics). His Gaelic forms
are "nearly always modern normalized forms" and thus, by precedent, are not registerable without corroborating
documentation from another reliable source. [Seamus Mac Enrig, 09/2006 LoAR, A-Meridies]

Scottish records from the 1400s and earlier were generally in Latin. Any spelling from 1400 or earlier that is not
obviously Latinized likely was modernized by Black and needs corroboration from another source. Records of
the Parliaments of Scotland to 1707 (http://www.rps.ac.uk/), Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue (found as
part of the Dictionary of the Scots Language at http://www.dsl.ac.uk/), and British History Online
(http://www.british-history.ac.uk/) can be very useful for corroborating spellings found in Black. British History
Online materials may be behind a paywall, but many senior heralds have subscriptions and are willing to assist
in obtaining documentation.

As always, if there are any questions about whether particular information in Black is reliable, please feel free
to contact me. If I cannot answer the question myself I can refer you to a herald on my staff who can do so.

Society Pages

On April 7, at the Beer and Bacon Bash in the Shire of Hunters Home, Their Majesties Athelmearc Gareth and
Juliana elevated Madoc Arundel, Garnet Herald and Shrike Herald Extraordinary, to the Order of the Laurel.

On April 14, at evening Court at Artemisia Crown Tourney, Conchobhar Golden Wing did elevate Dunkr
Ormstunga, Wormwood Pursuivant, Sage Herald, Golden Wing Emeritus to the rank of Herald Extraordinary.

On May 12, at Altavia Anniversary, Paul Crescent Principal Herald of Caid elevated Mary Dedwydd verch
Gwallter, former Bellows Herald and current Golden Rose Herald, to the rank of Herald Extraordinary.

On May 27, at Potrero War, Crescent elevated Eridana Ambra Dragotta, current Dolphin Herald, to the rank of
Herald Extraordinary.

And in sadder news, on May 19, Mealla Caimbeul, former Bellows Pursuivant of Caid, unexpectedly passed
away. Mealla was a force in the heraldry and rapier communities, as well as the Society at whole. She will be
missed.

Please send information about happenings to major heralds and major happenings to all heralds to Laurel, so
that it can be published here.

Send What to Whom

Letters of Intent, Comment, Response, Correction, et cetera are to be posted to the OSCAR online system. No
paper copies need be sent. All submission forms plus documentation, including petitions, must be posted to the

COVER LETTER Page 2 of 4 March 2018 LoAR



OSCAR online system. While black-and-white emblazons must be included in the Letter of Intent, only colored
armory forms need to be posted in the forms area.

Cheques or money orders for submissions, payable to "SCA Inc.-College of Arms" are to be sent to Stephanie
Ray-Solum, Blue Bug Bookkeeping, 2144 Westlake Ave. North Suite F, Seattle, WA 981009.

Send roster changes and corrections to Laurel. College of Arms members may also request a copy of the current
roster from Laurel.

For a paper copy of a LoAR, please contact Laurel, at the address above. The cost for one LoAR is $3. Please
make all checks or money orders payable to "SCA Inc.-College of Arms". The electronic copy of the LoAR is
available free of charge. To subscribe to the mailings of the electronic copy, please see the bottom of
http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/lists.html#lists for more instructions.

For all administrative matters, please contact Laurel.
Scheduling

Items listed below in square brackets have not been scheduled yet. For information about future scheduling,
please review the status table located on the Web at http://oscar.sca.org/index.php?action=137.

The March Laurel decisions were made at the Pelican meeting held on Sunday, March 4, 2018 and the Wreath
meeting held on Sunday, March 11, 2018. These meetings considered the following letters of intent: Palimpsest
Rules Letter (02 Dec, 2017), Athelmearc (11 Dec, 2017), Lochac (11 Dec, 2017), Middle (15 Dec, 2017), An
Tir (17 Dec, 2017), Laurel LoPaD (18 Dec, 2017), Caid (28 Dec, 2017), Lochac (28 Dec, 2017), Ealdormere
(29 Dec, 2017), Artemisia (30 Dec, 2017), Atenveldt (30 Dec, 2017), Atlantia (31 Dec, 2017), Avacal (31 Dec,
2017), Drachenwald (31 Dec, 2017), East (31 Dec, 2017), Meridies (31 Dec, 2017), Northshield (31 Dec,
2017), and Outlands (31 Dec, 2017). All commentary, responses, and rebuttals should have been entered
into OSCAR by Wednesday, February 28, 2018.

The April Laurel decisions were made at the Pelican meeting held on Sunday, April 15, 2018 and the Wreath
meeting held on Sunday, April 22, 2018. These meetings considered the following letters of intent: Calontir (06
Jan, 2018), An Tir (15 Jan, 2018), Ansteorra (16 Jan, 2018), Athelmearc (18 Jan, 2018), Artemisia LoItUP (18
Jan, 2018), West (19 Jan, 2018), Artemisia LoItP (24 Jan, 2018), Lochac (24 Jan, 2018), Ealdormere (25 Jan,
2018), Laurel LoPaD (26 Jan, 2018), Middle (26 Jan, 2018), Middle (27 Jan, 2018), Outlands (29 Jan, 2018),
Artemisia (30 Jan, 2018), Atenveldt (30 Jan, 2018), Drachenwald (30 Jan, 2018), Artemisia (31 Jan, 2018),
Atlantia (31 Jan, 2018), Avacal (31 Jan, 2018), Caid (31 Jan, 2018), East (31 Jan, 2018), Gleann Abhann (31
Jan, 2018), and Northshield (31 Jan, 2018). All commentary, responses, and rebuttals should have been
entered into OSCAR by Saturday, March 31, 2018.

The May Laurel decisions were made at the Pelican meeting held on Sunday, May 6, 2018 and the Wreath
meeting held on Sunday, May 13, 2018. These meetings considered the following letters of intent: Calontir (06
Feb, 2018), Palimpsest Rules Letter (10 Feb, 2018), Middle (13 Feb, 2018), West (15 Feb, 2018), Athelmearc
(17 Feb, 2018), An Tir (20 Feb, 2018), Atenveldt (20 Feb, 2018), Palimpsest Other Letter (23 Feb, 2018),
Ealdormere (25 Feb, 2018), Atlantia (27 Feb, 2018), Lochac (27 Feb, 2018), Ansteorra (28 Feb, 2018),
Artemisia (28 Feb, 2018), Drachenwald (28 Feb, 2018), East (28 Feb, 2018), Meridies (28 Feb, 2018),
Northshield (28 Feb, 2018), Outlands (28 Feb, 2018), and Palimpsest Rules Letter (01 Mar, 2018). All
commentary, responses, and rebuttals should have been entered into OSCAR by Monday, April 30, 2018.

Not all letters of intent may be considered when they are originally scheduled on this cover letter. The date of
posting of the Lol, date of receipt of the Laurel packet, or other factors may delay consideration of certain
letters of intent. Additionally, some letters of intent received may not have been scheduled because the
administrative requirements (receipt of the forms packet, receipt of the necessary fees, et cetera) have not yet
been met.

REMINDER: Until all administrative requirements are met, the letter may not be scheduled.

Pray know that I remain,
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In service,

Juliana de Luna
Laurel Queen of Arms
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